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IN MEMORY OF THE LATE BOB 
GROSS 

HON. PETER DEUTSCH 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 27, 2000

Mr. DEUTSCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the memory of Bob Gross, who passed 
away early last December at the age of 41. I 
am one of many who are saddened by this 
tremendous loss: South Florida has lost an 
outstanding community leader and activist. 

Bob Gross is well known in Broward county 
as an energetic leader who was a strong pres-
ence at political club events and civic activities 
throughout South Florida. Demonstrating his 
large influence on politics in the State of Flor-
ida, Bob was president of the Young Demo-
crats of Broward County. As President of the 
Broward Young Democrats (BYD), Bob’s main 
responsibilities were membership recruitment, 
campaign training, candidate development, 
and event planning. In this vital position, he 
worked tirelessly to motivate the county party 
to become involved in many aspects of local, 
state, and national politics. 

Bob was somewhat unique in the sense that 
he fully realized the importance of activism in 
society at large. Through his involvement in 
the BYD, he successfully promoted service to 
other young people. Because of Bob’s hard 
work and dedication, the BYDs have formed 
an exemplary organization that fosters vol-
unteerism and activities such as serving on 
local community boards, registering voters, 
and hosting social outreach events. 

It is important to note that Bob Gross did 
not simply focus all of his attention on political 
matters. A resident of Hollywood, Florida, who 
attended Pinecrest High School, Bob worked 
as Program Planner for the Broward Employ-
ment and Training Administration (BETA). In-
deed, his tremendous leadership undoubtedly 
benefitted BETA, as Bob held numerous im-
portant posts in the organization through the 
years such as Executive Vice President, Vice 
President for Political Affairs, and Treasurer. 

Most importantly, however, Bob Gross was 
a devoted husband to his wife, Cindy Sherr. 
An attorney and the statewide president of the 
Young Democrats, I am confident that Cindy 
will carry on Bob’s ongoing work in promoting 
service and activism within the South Florida 
community. 

Mr. Speaker, while Bob Gross’ passing is a 
tremendous loss for Broward County, I can 
say without hesitation that his memory will live 
on through the work of the many organizations 
to which he dedicated his life. There can be 
no doubt that we will all dearly miss Bob, but 

I would like to thank and praise him for his 
hard work and leadership in improving the 
community around him.
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LEONARD HORN FEDERAL RANGE 
LIVESTOCKMAN OF THE YEAR, 
THE IRBY FAMILY 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 27, 2000

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take a moment to recognize the Leonard Horn 
Federal Range Livestockman of the Year 
Award winner, the Irby family of Gunnison, 
Colorado. 

This award is presented by the Colorado 
Cattlemen’s Association and recognizes indi-
viduals who graze livestock on Federal land 
and practice exceptional range, soil, water and 
wildlife management. James Dawson, District 
Ranger with the U.S. Forest Service, com-
mended the Irby’s for their cooperation in 
maintaining and improving range areas. 

The Irby family includes: Bob and Irene Irby, 
Stan and Bonnie Irby, and Dale and Wendy 
Irby. 

It is with this, Mr. Speaker, that I would like 
to extend my congratulations to the Irby family 
and thank them for their hard work.
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IN HONOR OF MARTHA AND AN-
DRES SANDOVAL ON THEIR 50TH 
WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 27, 2000

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Martha Tafoya Sandoval and An-
dres Lopez Sandoval on the celebration of 
their 50th wedding anniversary. This remark-
able milestone is truly a reflection of the devo-
tion these extraordinary individuals share for 
one another. 

On December 16, 1949, Martha and Andres 
married and began their life together. Through 
the years, the Sandoval’s have used the love 
they have for each other to reach out to those 
in need. Together, they have been active civic 
leaders and successful business people, dedi-
cating their time and resources to the League 
of United Latin American Citizens and the St. 
Joseph’s Church in Bakersfield, California. 
However, their greatest accomplishment has 
been their incredible family. 

This loving couple has been a wonderful ex-
ample for their four children: Andrew, Rosalie, 
Alexander, and Vicki Ann; their children’s 
spouses, Judy, Arnie, and Louisa; their nine 
grandchildren, Valerie, Kristian, Lisa, Andrea, 
Ernest, Evette, Alicia, Vanessa, and Joel; and 
their six great-grandchildren, Autumn, Eric, 
Marissa, Jessica, John, and Samuel. The 
dedication, patience, and wisdom they have 
demonstrated every day has provided a firm 
foundation on which all family members have 
developed and flourished. 

For their unyielding strength and unparal-
leled inspiration, I ask my colleagues to join 
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